DEFINITIONS OF EDUCATION TERMS/ACRONYMNS

ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act): Federal law that prohibits discrimination against any disabled individual. Applies to educational services.

ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder): A medical term used to describe students with

inappropriate degrees of attention and impulsiveness.

ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder): Inappropriate degrees of hyperactivity, inattention and impulsiveness.

After School Programs: After school programs, managed by the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department are held at almost all elementary schools.

Alternative School: A specialized school that has been created for students who are unable to function in a regular classroom. In Muscogee County that includes Rose Hill for students with behavior problems, Academic Success Center for students with academic problems, and the Teen Parenting Center at Waverly Terrace for pregnant teens and teen mothers.

AP - The Advanced Placement program is designed to provide college credit and appropriate placement to secondary school students who have successfully mastered college-level course work. The College Board sponsors the AP program with technical operational services provided by Educational Testing Services in Princeton, New Jersey.

At-Risk Student: Any child whom adults believe is in danger of dropping out of school before graduation.

BD (Behavior Disorder): A term used in special education. Describes students who have an unexplained inability to learn, have problems relating to other children and adults, continually exhibit inappropriate behaviors such as extreme anger, who are severely depressed or who have a tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears about personal and school programs.

Block Scheduling: All Muscogee County high schools are now block scheduled. Under the plan the school day is divided into four instructional blocks of approximately 90 minutes each, and the school year is divided into two semesters.

Blue Ribbon School: The National Blue Ribbon Program promotes and supports the improvement of education in America by identifying and recognizing schools that are models of excellence and equity.

Carnegie Unit: One unit of credit awarded in grades 9-12 for a minimum of 150 clock hours of instruction during the regular school year, or 120 clock hours of instruction during summer school.

Charter School - A charter school is a public school that operates according to the terms of a charter, or contract, that has been approved by a local board of education and the State Board of Education. The charter school is free from provisions of Title 20 of Georgia state law and any state or local rule, regulation, policy, or procedure relating to schools in the school district. In exchange for this flexibility, the charter school is bound by contract to be held accountable for meeting the academic or vocational performance-based objectives specified in the charter.
CRCT - The Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests measure student acquisition of the skills and knowledge described in the QCC. The assessments will yield information on academic achievement at the student, class, school, system, and state levels. This information will serve a dual purpose – diagnosis of individual student strengths and weaknesses as related to the instruction of the QCC, and program evaluation to gauge the quality of education throughout the State of Georgia.

D.A.R.E.: Drug Abuse Resistance Education program to teach children to reject drug use.

Discipline Tribunal: Principals from a high school, a middle school and an elementary school and Student Services representatives hear discipline cases referred from schools. After hearing evidence and arguments the tribunal decides what action will be taken.

Early Intervention Program (EIP) -Children start school at a designated chronological age, but differ greatly in their individual development and experience base. The Early Intervention Program (EIP) is designed to serve students who are at risk of not reaching or maintaining academic grade level. The purpose of the Early Intervention Program is to provide additional instructional resources to help students who are performing below grade level obtain the necessary academic skills to reach grade level performance in the shortest possible time.

E-Rate: A federally funded program which allows funds for eligible schools and

libraries to purchase computer-networking equipment, internal connection and Internet access at substantial discounts.

Free and Reduced Lunch Program: Federally funded program to provide meals, for a significantly reduced price or for free to children who qualify. The number of participants in the program is used in many reports to indicate the general economic status of a school's students.

FTE (Full-Time Equivalent): The method of allocating state funds to local school

systems. Systems are reimbursed according to the cost necessary to provide the

program.

Gateway Schools: A program of Keep Columbus Beautiful. Gateway Schools are

selected based on participation in beautification and recycling projects.

Georgia Partnership of Excellence in Education: A private sector initiative composed of individuals from business, education and government. The partnership is dedicated for developing an agenda for Georgia that assures all citizens the opportunity for quality education that will prepare them to make positive life choices and contribute to the state's overall quality of life. 
GHSGT (High School Graduation Test): A test all Georgia public high school students must pass in order to receive a diploma.

HOPE (Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally): Funded by the Georgia Lottery, the program provides qualified students with tuition assistance in diploma, certificate or degree programs at any public or private college, university or technical institution in Georgia.

IEP (Individualized Education Plan): A plan developed by teachers and parents which outlines a student's program of study and the particular education services the child receives.

Inclusion: Term used when special education students receive educational services in a general education classroom setting. The students are "included" in the regular educational program rather than being served in individual education classes.

InTech: Part of the classroom module of the Georgia Framework for Professional

Development program designed to train educators to use and integrate technology into the instructional program. 

Learn and Serve - Georgia Learn and Serve is part of Learn and Serve America, a program funded with grants from the Corporation for National Service (CNS). 

Grants given by Georgia Learn and Serve support school academic service-learning programs.  Academic Service-Learning is an effective teaching method that provides students with opportunities to apply recently acquired academic knowledge and skills to hands-on service in their community.  In addition, this program allows students to have structured time to reflect on what they learned and experienced throughout the academic service-learning activity. Carver is a Learn and Serve School

LD (Learning Disability): A term used in special education to describe a disorder in one of the basic psychological processes. LD students may have difficulty in listening, thinking, speaking, writing, spelling or doing mathematical calculations.

LRE (Least Restrictive Environment): A federal procedural safeguard, which requires that children with disabilities are educated to the maximum extent appropriate with students who are not disabled.

Magnet School: A school offering a specialized instructional program focused on one or more subject areas. These are designed for parents as a school of choice students are selected through an application process instead of being assigned based on residence. 

MIMH (Mildly Mentally Handicapped and MoMH (Moderately Mentally Handicapped): Terms used in special education to describe students who have below average thinking.

MEEF (Muscogee Educational Excellence Foundation): A private non-profit organization dedicated to fostering educational excellence by focusing on individual teachers who are innovative and exceptionally effective in their profession. Activities include the Teacher of the Year Gala and the Foundation mini-grant program.

Norm Referenced: Term used in testing. Norm Referenced tests are first given to a large, representative group of students across the nation. Their scores are then used to set the standards by which all other scores are compared.

Page One: Ledger- Enquirer Newspaper Annual Awards Program that recognizes outstanding students and teachers in various disciplines.

PIE (Partners in Education): All MCSD schools are partners with at least one business and or civic group. The program provides additional human resources to each school in furthering the educational goals of the district.

PFP (Pay For Performance): School based program designed to promote exemplary performance and collaboration. Schools earning PFP are awarded money from the state based on staff size. The funds may be used for whatever the majority of professional employees in the school agree to.

Performance Assessment: A way of evaluating students based on a variety of things such as their writing, their experiments, and collection of their work rather than on a standardized test alone.

Psycho Educational Program: Programs located on regular education campuses or in special centers, which provide services to students with severe emotional and behavior disorder or autism. In Muscogee County programs are provided at the Woodall Center. 

QBE Act (Quality Basic Education Act): The legal foundation for education in Georgia passed into law in 1985 with the goal of improving education. It provides the framework for such things as funding, educational programs, student and teacher assessments. 

QCC (Quality Core Curriculum): The state of Georgia's mandated minimum guidelines for the curriculum. Objectives are given at each grade level and must be taught; locally systems may add to QCC but they may not have less than is mandated.
Reading First & Reading Challenge- The Reading First Program is a Georgia Department of Education initiative, which has as its goal teaching every child in Georgia how to read by the end of the third grade.
Reading Recovery: A program designed to improve reading ability of

first grade students. A specially trained teacher provides individualized instruction for first graders having the most difficulty learning to read.

Remedial Program: Any program designed to provide specialized help to students having difficulty understanding concepts in the basic skills.

SAT 9 - Georgia Norm-Referenced Testing Program. Georgia law mandates that a nationally norm-referenced test be administered to students in grades three, five, and eight. The purpose of the norm-referenced test (NRT) program is to obtain information about how the performance of Georgia students compares with that of students in a national sample, an external reference group. Spring 2001 was the first administration of the Stanford Achievement Test Series, Ninth Edition (Stanford 9).

 SBD (Severe Behavior Disorder): Term used in special education. Refers to students who display behaviors which seriously interfere with the learning environment and the individual's ability to benefit from it. These behaviors are demonstrated over a long period of time and significantly extend beyond the norm of accepted classroom behavior.

School-to-Work: Any program that provides opportunities for on-site job training and instruction in general workplace skills to students.

Section 505: Federal law that prohibits discrimination against disabled students.

Site-Based Management: A method of operating a school system in which many

decisions traditionally made at the system or state level, are made at the school level. Muscogee County has site-based management.

Special Education: Classes are offered at all grade levels in Muscogee County.

Students with leaning disabilities, behavior disorders, physical handicaps hearing, speech or vision impairment and the intellectually disable are served by these programs. Students are placed in special education classes either full or part-time, based on the severity of their handicaps. Assignment is made after screening and testing and with the consent of parents or guardians.

SPLOST(Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax): A one-cent sales tax, approved by the voters for five years. Proceeds are being used for 52 school construction projects, including renovation and additions at existing schools and construction of 10 new schools.

Staff Development: An activity or process intended to help educators improve their skills, attitudes, knowledge and or performance in their roles.

Strategic Plan- The MCSD School Board along with district administrators and staff developed a five-year plan to improve education. The nature of "strategic" planning implies that the activities conducted to accomplish the goals of the plan will change as conditions change and goals are met.

SST (Student Support Team): A group of educators at a school who meet to discuss academic and behavior problems of specific students. The Student Support Team makes suggestions to the classroom teacher for different ways to help the child improve or may recommend the child be referred to other programs for special assistance.

Tech-Prep Program: A program of study that allows high school students to move on to the next level of objectives at either a vocational technical institute or college.

Title I - Helping Disadvantaged Children Meet High Standards administers funds from the U.S. Department of Education to LEAs to provide compensatory education experiences for disadvantaged/at-risk youth.

Title II - Dwight D. Eisenhower Professional Development Program 

provides funds to LEAs to conduct in-service training of teachers. 

Title IV: Safe & Drug-Free Schools Program provides funds for in-service training of teachers and administrators in strategies for eliminating drug and alcohol abuse and issues on personal and school safety. 

Title VI: Innovative Education Program Strategies provides funds/grants to LEAs for programs of an innovative nature that shows promise for improving education.

Values Education: The process of providing opportunities for all students to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes about the following values specified by the Georgia Board of Education: citizenship, respect for others, respect for self.

Year-Round School: A concept in which the traditional nine-month calendar is modified. Students still attend the same number of days, 180, as under the traditional calendar but the summer break is shortened and other breaks extended.

