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3rd Annual Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl  

MCSD Competition 

Columbus- The 3rd Annual MCSD Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl will be held Saturday, 

February 2, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. at Blackmon Road Middle School, 7251 Blackmon Road.  

All MCSD middle schools are scheduled to send teams of ten student participants for 

the system-level competition.  

Students have read twenty 20 books identified on the Georgia Book Award Nominees 

list.  Contest questions are written from the content of the twenty books.  The winning 

teams from the system-level contest will compete in the Georgia Western Regional 

Bowl on Saturday, February 9, 2008 at University of West Georgia in Carrollton, 

Georgia. 

The purpose of the MCSD Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl is to increase student 

achievement and reading comprehension, develop a deeper appreciation for literature, 

enhance verbal communication skills, promote cooperation, build self-esteem, and 

develop team spirit.  Blackmon Road Middle School won 1st place in the district 

competitions for 2006 and 2007, won the Regional meet in Atlanta last year to advance 

to the state competition in Athens where they won 2nd Place.  

A community leader and literacy advocate has donated funds to support the MCSD 

Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl.  The students, parents, teachers, media specialists, 

principals, and administrators are grateful for the generous contribution and support 

from the anonymous donor.  

The Reading Bowl is named in honor of Mrs. Helen Ruffin.  Several Years ago Mrs. 

Ruffin, a very dynamic and innovative person, was the library media specialist at Sky 

Haven Elementary School in DeKalb County, Georgia.  In 1985, she served on the 

Muscogee County School District 



selection committee for the Georgia Children’s Book Award nominee program.  This 

literature program began in the Department of Language Education at the University of 

Georgia’s College of Education.  This literature program inspired her to use the nominee 

books to encourage her students to read.  

The middle school media specialists and coaches have encouraged students to read 

the twenty books, organized the team events at the school level, and coordinated the 

school-level competitions.  The co-chairs for the MCSD Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl are 

Lisa Stephens and Christie Boswell.  Contact Lisa Stephens, Media Specialist at 

Richards Middle School, 706-569-3697, lstephens@mcsdga.net; or Christie Boswell, 

Media Specialist at Marshall Middle School, 706-748-2898 cboswell@mcsdga.net, for 

additional information. 
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